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EOC Daily Emergency Management Report 

 

Date: 03/17/2015  

Time: 11:00 EDT 

Report Number: 51-15  

 

Alerts & Warnings 

FEMA National Watch Center – Enhanced Watch (Day Only)  

National Terrorism Advisory System (NTAS) – No Current Alerts  

Continuity of Operations (COOP) COGCON Level 4  

EPA HQ EOC at Level 3 (Steady State/Routine Ops)  

Regional REOCs are at Level 3 (Steady State/Routine Ops) 

 

EPA Headquarters Activities 

The ASPECT (Airborne Spectral Photometric Environmental Collection Technology) is fully operational 

and available for deployment from Addison, TX.  

 

The Portable High Throughput Integrated Laboratory Identification Systems (PHILIS) located in 

Edison, NJ and in Castle Rock, CO are operational and available for deployment. 

 

The ERT TAGAs in Edison & RTP and Mobile Command Posts & HazMat truck in Erlanger & Las 

Vegas are available for deployment. The ERT-Las Vegas TAGA is deployed at the San Gabriel Valley 

Area 1 Site, Los Angeles, CA 3/9-20/15. The ERT-Edison Mobile Lab 1 is out for maintenance.  

 

Significant National Weather 

 

Severe Weather: There is no severe thunderstorm activity forecast for today.  

 

Tornado Weather: There is less than a 2% chance of tornado activity today for all areas.  

  

Critical Fire Weather: Critical Fire Weather conditions are forecast for a portion of the southern Plains, 

including Kansas, Oklahoma, the Texas panhandle, southeastern Nebraska, northwest Missouri, 

northwestern New Mexico and southeastern Iowa.  

 

Significant Flood Outlook: There is significant river flooding occurring today in western Kentucky, 

southwestern Indiana, northeastern and southwestern Arkansas, northwestern Louisiana, eastern Texas 



and southern Illinois. Flooding is likely to occur in southern Illinois, southwestern Ohio and Indiana.  

 

 Earthquake Activity: No significant earthquake activity in the U.S. or U.S. territories.  

Tropical Weather: No activity affecting U.S. territories or interests.  

Report of Incident Notifications 

 

Region 1: Chlorine Release from Railcar at Danville Junction, Auburn, Maine 

On 3/16/15 EPA received notification from the Maine Department of Environmental Protection (MEDEP) 

regarding chlorine gas leaking from a rail car carrying about 500 gallons of chlorine.  According to the 

MDEP responder on scene there were several rail cars on the rail line near Danville Junction, two of which 

were carrying chlorine.  One of the railcars leaked. The area within a 1000 foot radius of the rail car was 

evacuated (approximately four residents). Responders from Pam Am and Androscoggin Emergency 

Management Agency (EMA), MEDEP, Auburn Police and Fire Departments, Cobra Team of the Sheriff 

Department, and ENPRO (contractor for the rail company) went to the site. The Cobra Team made one 

level A entry at 1500 hrs. and confirmed that the leak originated from a valve of one of the rail cars. The 

COBRA Team made a second entry to cap the valve. A Region 1 OSC deployed with four START team 

members to conduct air monitoring. The OSC met with the unified command. START conducted photo-

documentation and departed at 1800 hours.  The OSC departed at 1830 hours. 

 

Region 5: Propane Explosion, Acme Galvanizing, Inc.; Milwaukee, Wisconsin (NRC# 1110783) 

On 3/16/15 EPA was notified of a propane explosion at the Acme Galvanizing facility in Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin. After extinguishing the fire, the Milwaukee Fire Department (MFD) identified elevated 

hydrogen cyanide concentrations (greater than 50 ppm) inside the building adjacent to the fire area.  The 

cyanide storage area and plating lines do not appear to have been impacted by the firefighting operations; 

however, a lab that was adjacent to the area was consumed by fire. The hot zone was secured for the night 

and all entry into the building prohibited. START conducted perimeter monitoring overnight  The 

Wisconsin 54th Civil Support Team (CST) will assist with air monitoring when cleanup operations resume 

the morning of 3/17/15. The firefighting water runoff outside the facility had an observable green tint. 

Preliminary analysis indicated that the water did not contain cyanide or chromium and had a neutral pH.  

The drain plug containing the water gave way prior to the arrival of a vacuum truck, releasing approximately 

3,500 gallons to the Kinnickinnic River. Four hundred gallons were collected and taken for treatment. A 

Region 5 OSC is onsite and providing assistance to the local fire department and the WDNR to assess the 

risks posed by the hydrogen cyanide as well as overseeing the containment and removal of contaminated 

runoff. START is providing technical assistance. 

 

Region 8: Mercury Release, Denver, Colorado 

On March 15, 2015, EPA Region 8 received an NRC Report concerning a mercury release in Denver, 

Colorado.  The homeowner reported he had recently purchased the house and was in the process of 

renovating it.  During this process he removed his downstairs toilet about a tablespoon of elemental 

mercury spilled out of the bowl when he tipped it over. A Region 8 OSC was dispatched along with 1 

START and 2 ERRS contractors. The OSC along with the ERRS crew and START collected and 

containerized as much of the bulk mercury as possible. Air monitoring in the house indicated that 

mercury vapor levels had decreased but still remained above the residential target level of 1 

microgram/cubic meter. Subsequently, mercury sorbing agents were used to facilitate the further recovery 

of mercury.  The bathroom is isolated and a heater along with two exhaust fans were brought in to remove 

mercury vapor from the area.  This last step is continuing. 

   



There were 37 epaosc.org websites created and/or updated during this reporting period (03/16/15-

03/17/15)  

 

Exercises/Predeployments  

Nothing to report. 

 

Regional Daily Ops Status Report 

 

Reported activities primarily represent NRC notifications with some State-level and other 

notifications to Regional Phone Duty Officers.  

 

Reported Activities (03/16/2015 – 03/17/2015) 

Region Oil Hazmat Radiation Other Total 

Region 1 0 1 0 0 1 

Region 2 5 1 0 1 7 

Region 3 8 2 0 0 10 

Region 4 0 1 0 0 1 

Region 5 10 4 0 5 19 

Region 6 11 4 0 3 18 

Region 7 0 3 0 0 3 

Region 8 0 0 0 0 0 

Region 9 10 2 0 2 14 

Region 10 5 1 0 0 6 

Total 49 19 0 11 79 

 

Note: There were 4 unclassified events in the Hotline Log.  


